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Local drug warriors moonlight in U.S. “War on Terror’

Maf. Tomniy 5. Kiag iv
execative officer af the Regioral
Connterdrng Training Academey
aft Naval Adr Sfabos Wesidign.
Ar cngtreering offfcer width the
Missizsdptd Army Naticial
Gruard’s 1 14th Area Suppori
(e of Hirttieshueg, ke Moot fn
Meridinn ard kes worked af the
RCTA for 17 yeaet,

Tomary i active with the Boy
Seowts of America, He amd oz
wife, Charlyn, kaee thres

chifldren — Shaire, 18, Rwan, 10,

and Awielia, 6,

He wrate this stowy i
Dieeenber to horer ROTA staff
meeahers awbvo have loft their
homes tn Landerdale Conmty to
seree Bhedr cousttey in Trag.

By Tommy 5. King
spicial b The Star

Mestled in a corner of Maval
Air Station  Meridian, the
Regional Counterdrug Training
Academy — or "RCTA™ — has
grown inte the nation's premier
counterdrug law enforcement
training ¢enter.

Orver the past 13 years, more
than 250000 state and local police
afficers have received the very
best training available in com-
bating the life-destroying plague
of illegal drugs.

Success in oany  endeavor
cdaoesnt just happen; it requires
the commitment and dedication
of real people. The RCTA = oan

excellent |"Ha|!|1.]a-]|' of wlhat cam be
achiewed with talented and com-
roieted peaple — in this case, aol-
diers and alrmen of the Missis
slppd Mational Guard.

That's rght, for 13 vears, 3-
prluis Ml iasl s gl Guardainen hawve
given their all to budld a training
facility unequaled in quality or
it i the war on deugs.

A new mission

Mow these same Guardsmen
are eagerly answering the call to
weaee anotler siflacly importam
wir — against terror. These
Cosarelsamen that have meant so
tiich todhe siccess of the RCTA,
o law  enforcement, and to
Meridian, all belong o various
units throughout the state, and
deploy with thelr units when
called wpon.

Many have deployed and
retarmed, some will aoon be
teturning, and some are just
Bresrinmimg thedre joarness o all, 20
members of the RCTA atalf have
deploved in support of Cpera-
tioms Iragi Freedom, Enduring
Freedom and Noble Fagle,

The mizsion continues, bul
the pesphe are sorely missed.

Currently deployed RCTA
ataff members are: Technieal Sgt
Jefi Tullos, Set. 158 Class Dave
Labutka, Stali Sgt. Sid Porter, and
St 151 Class Farl Davis.

RCTA staff serving
in the Middle East

Jefl Tulloes: Technical Sgt.
Jed T Tulbos deployed o Kuwaitin

September 2 a5 8 member of
thie 186t Air Befueling Wing.

Jeff has been with the RCTA
since February 2002, and has
maide a tremendous impact as a
training coprdinater. In this
capacity, e is the Bnk between
the contract tralmers and the law
enforcemaent studenta — a heavy
reapanabilioy, handbed fn an out
standing and  professional
manner,

We're lLIIIHI!I.!.!" TR I-:ajl'ffﬂ
return, a8 15 his 12 year-odd som,
T.J-
Dave Labutka: Sgt. Lat
Class Deve Labutka is preparing
o dheploy with the 155t Infantry
Brlgade in the coming days. He
embodies the term “selfless
service.” This is his second
deployment i tis engagemant,
having previcusly served in
Lzbekistan with 113ith  MP
Comipany.

Dkave i5 a foodd service super
visor with the 150th Combat
Emglnecr Battalion i Meddian.
At the RCTA, Diave i2 a registra
tion point-gl-contact, responsible
for recruiting and the adminis
trative processing of many of the
stidents attending our classes,

For anyone familiar with a
reciulting, training o educational
envirenment, the following sta
tistic will be meaningful: Dave
achieved a Gl eate in excess of 99
percent ior all courses under his
respanability, equating o more
than 10000 stidents each vear,

Hard shoes o GIL bt we're
trying.

# Sid Porter: Staff Sgt.
Sid Porter s an his way to the
Middle East with the 184th

The Meridian Sar gsked these
sophomorss of Sentheas! Lewa-
erdele High Sckow!, "L vew
know a Guardsman, a Bezervist
ar @ seember afve gotive-dwly
milifary wha deserves @ paf on
fhe back 7" These studenfs
ansered the call ara submiited
“Hiragring Rights" culries o
“Prafle 2005: A Letter from
Home ™

I weanit to brag on David Lan-
drum because he gradwated
from high school and joined the
Army After ane year of college,
hie: left hu:nrnvamF:wnl bo U amg
Shelby in Hattiesburg, From
Hatticsburg, he will lesne and
o to California for shots and
then he will leave and go to

seorria.

“He will
e deployed
from
Lenrmia boe
Irag, where
he will be on
the ground
for 18
months. |
want him ta
ke Ehat
his family
leves him
and fo keep his heart up, Also, |
want him to put his trost in Geod
and know that everything is
going o be OK. [will confinue
b pray that he amd the other
troops hiee a safe refurn — and
EARHL

Landram

Ki'Andrea Moss

“1 wandt fo brag on Lonnie
=mith, my cousin, because

Bragging rights

UNCLE SID
Halay Partar, a fifth-grader at
Mawton County Elementary
Schood, draw this picture of
har uncla, Staff Sqt. Sid Porter
of Maval Air Station Meridian’s
Regiconal Countardrug Trainimg
Acadamy. He is currantly
daployed in Irag. *1 am really
prowd of him for serving owr
sauntry and
dafending our
fraadoms,”
Halay said. “I
pray for the
safe returm of
miy Ling ke Sid
ardd all the
athar service
man and
waomen,”

RLUSTRATION BY HALEY PORTER

Transportation  Command
Elemient.

With his unit, Sid is an intelli-
gence analyst A e BCTA he's
an indispensable tearn player
pralling double duty. His primary
job is to print and bind the
numerous  student texts and
trainimg ads.

In his “spare time,” he asaisis
the computer guys, helplng ta
keep everyone functioning at
aptimam levels. Sid also organ-
izes and coachos the RCTA aoft-
ball team each year.

= Earl Davis: S 151 Class
Earl Davis has been with the
academy since October 2000,
helping to malntain and impeove
thae pliysical teafning facilites.

Some of the propects he's
Tl with fnehade constructing

a ool abowve the breaching wall,
remodeling a clasaroom, and
building and installing window
closures for the buildings ag the
Irban Training Site.

Earl s a member of the 150dh
Combat  Engineer  Battalion,
deploying with the 155th Infantry
Brigade.

I fel great pride and admira-
ton for each of theae ndividuals
wlin hawe contributed somuch to
our community and state — and
N b0 oLir nation.

The personal  sacrifices
required in leaving  families
Behiind for an wneertain future s
staggering. Yet each of these
rnen understands the necessity of
his duty and acceptz it with pride
andl conaraee. Wes all look forward
to their safe return.

Lonnie is a soldier in the Aoy
He was sent o Georgia o pre-
pare before going to the war in
Irag. They told him that be was
goimge bo be in lrag [or a fofal of
six months As he went willingly
fo the war, leaving behind his
wife, he fought for our country
— nod knowing that soon six
mionths wauld turn into a year. |
wonld like o honor my cousin
for his bravery, courage and
faith that he had £o e on while
im rag.”

Britiomy Hailer

“l want to brag on Wayme
James because he has served

ar-and-aff in the military all of
his life. He is a master sergeant
in the 185th Air Eefueling Wing
in Meridian. He works in tele-
phone maintenance, installing
telecommunication equipment
and Land networks,
“He still loves his country

now just as moch as he did
when be entered the draft at the
age of L& He belioves that the
wir in lran is a oo oppor -
nity o give anation the same
frecdoms we have. Mr. lames
has a great sense of patriotism
and a good sense of humor, He
is avery caring individual and a
bigr nzset fo the Southeast Laud-
crilale community”

Jaosh Davidson

| want to brag on my

brother, Adam Eoberts, because
he isin the LS Adr Force and is
currently training other fighter
pilets, He is not only very good
at what he does for a iving, be is
also an excellent friend to hae
whien [ want to go hunting or
fishing. He has taught mie
almost ewerpthing | know about
the outdoors,”

Josh Gwinn

ILLUSTRATHIN EY SARAH HCKE r'

A LONG ROAD AHEAD
Sarah Hicks is a freshman at Lamar School. Her parents are Randall and
Karan Hicks and sha has two brothars, 19-year-cld Daniel and 7-ysar-old
Christophar. The family attends First Baptist Church. Sarah enjoys playing
and listaning to music, espesially pianc music. Sha plans to pursus a
caresr in marine biology. Hare's what she wrote about her drawing: "l choss
to draw this picture becauss it is a scene that | remamber ssaing not long
after Sapt. 11. It symbalizes that although thare is a long mad ahesd, the
Amearican flag and what it represants stand strong and do not wavar”




